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The mission of 

the Galveston 

County Veter-

ans Treatment 

Court is to 

assist Veterans 

and their fami-

lies to become 

integral and 

productive 

members of 

the community 

through a col-

laborative ef-

fort, and to 

honor them 

and restore 

their dignity 

for their self-

less services 

to our coun-

try;  we shall 

leave no Vet-

eran behind. 

Dear fellow Veteran's, 

 
“I am Specialist Brandon Williams, Army Scout out of Fort Hood with the 1/10 

Calvary of the 4th Infantry Division. I decided to join the Army my senior year a 

month after September 11, 2001. I come from a military background with my father 

being retired Coast Guard, so I figured it was the right thing to do. I turned 18 in 

basic training and 19 while I was deployed in Iraq. Needless to say, I was tasked with 

needing to grow up really fast and understand responsibilities early. Upon discharge, 

I figured I would be able to find a job relatively easy since I was a veteran, but I was 

sadly mistaken. I struggled a lot from 2008-2015. I partied too much and was abusing 

alcohol. I experimented with different drugs and was on a downward spiral. This is 

how I ended up in jail with a DWI in 2015.After my first DWI, six months later; I re-

ceived my second DWI in Galveston County. This time I totaled my vehicle and was in 

much deeper trouble. It was at this moment sitting in jail, talking to God asking “why 

he didn’t let me die” in that car accident? I applied for VTC & I got accepted into 

Galveston County Veterans Treatment Court program and it was a blessing to finally 

start moving forward in a positive direction. Having two DWI’s was scary and I 

thought I was going to be locked away for a long time.”  

“However, I came out with knowledge about myself that I was suffering from 

PTSD. I had to lose everything and hit rock bottom to gain everything I have earned 

back. Between the help of Veterans Court, community resources, the VA and many 

others I am now able to get back on track with my life and put my dark days behind 

me. I have a lot of wonderful resources to include my VA doctor, who has been with 

me through all of this. I am aware of Veteran groups, people to talk to and a better 

understanding of my triggers, and people to avoid. I thrive on my recovery now and 

hope to continue my progress and grow even more serving Veterans in the future. 

Thank you for helping me and forcing me to dig a little deeper when I needed it the 

most. I’m forever grateful and in your debt.” 

~~~ Specialist Brandon Williams: VTC Graduate August 2018 

     The mission of the Galveston County Veterans Treatment Court is to assist Veterans 

through a collaborative effort to become integral and productive members of the community.  

We take pride in all our participants, especially upon their graduation from the program.  

Meet former Veterans Court participant, Brandon Williams. He is a August 2018 VTC gradu-

ate. He has spoken from his heart in the statement below. Brandon is “walking the walk.” 
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Judges Corner : 

   Calendar of Events 
2018 Scheduled court dates:  

 

 September 26, 2018 @ 1430  

 October 10, 2018  @ 1430 

 October 24, 2018   @ 1430  

 November 7, 2018  @ 1430 

 November 21, 2018 @ 1430 

 December 5, 2018  @1430 

Graduations will be announced in VTC 
 

 Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) graduated 3 Veterans on August 

15,2018. Our graduation ceremony provides an opportunity for us to honor the 

hard work, determination and perseverance by the veterans, guaranteeing their 

success in the future. Our guest speaker was United States Marine Corps Cor-

poral Donny Daughenbaugh. At our ceremony he described his recovery in 

great detail. He explained while in a city south of Baghdad Iraq, Donny was on 

a night foot patrol conducting vehicle searches. A vehicle approached and the 

driver became irate. The driver then engaged the squad of Marines with an AK

-47 rifle. While Cpl. Daughenbaugh was in the prone position, flashes from the 

muzzle were aimed in his direction. One of those bullets hit Donny in the face 

and broke his jaw. The bullet was left in place, near his brain, too close to vital 

nerves to be removed. Donny was sent to Germany for stabilization and addi-

tional surgery until he was well enough to be sent home. Donny’s message of 

“finding your purpose”  was proudly shared with VTC participants.   

Currently Donny works with the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes as the 

Regional Vice President and as a national spokesperson. His involvement with 

the Coalition has not only helped in his own recovery, but as an active repre-

sentative of the organization. Cpl. Daughenbaugh has been able to inspire oth-

ers through his story of resilience and the positive effects a family can have on 

one’s recovery. Donny lives in League City TX with his beautiful wife Sarah 

and their two children Gabby and Kollin. 

For those not familiar with our program, Galveston County Veterans Treat-

ment Court (VTC) was formed in 2012, and held its first court session on Feb-

ruary 11, 2013.  The purpose of VTC is to serve veterans and active military 

who suffer from service connected challenges and other debilitating issues 

which was a contributing factor in their justice involvement here in Galveston 

County.  Since its inception, we accept, mentor and graduate veterans who are 

successfully promoted through the program’s four phases. One of the main 

goals of the court is to restore honor to the Veteran by providing an integrated 

set of support services addressing the many needs facing our veterans who are 

returning to civilian life.   

   Our work and our mission continue! 
    

Honorable 
Mark A Henry 

 

All eligible U.S. Veter-

ans interested in  in-

formation about the  

FREE LEGAL 

ADVICE CLINIC  
Should call the 

Houston Volunteer 

Lawyers Program at 

(713)  333-8387 
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To qualify for the VTC, a defendant MUST: 

§ Be charged with a criminal offense in Galveston County 

§ Be a veteran, on active duty, or in the Reserves or National Guard 

§ Have an Honorable Discharge, or General Discharge Under Honorable Conditions (if separated or retired) 

§ Be a resident of Galveston County or a county adjoining Galveston County 

§ Have a mental illness or disorder, substance abuse disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain 

injury or military sexual trauma related to military service. 

Veteran Self Care 101: 

VA Mobile Apps 

VA offers a variety of health-related mobile apps for Veterans. Many can be downloaded, 

and others are mobile-friendly websites. Veterans who use My HealtheVet will find some 

of the most popular ones listed below. A full and detailed listing with details is available on 

the VA App Store located at: https://mobile.va.gov/appstore/veterans  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/mobile-apps 



 

9850  Emmett F. Lowry Expressway 

Texas City,  TX   77591 

WE SHALL LEAVE 

NO VETERAN BEHIND! 

 
VTC Presiding Judge 

The Honorable Mark A. Henry 
(USAFR RET 1989-2010) 

(409) 766 - 2244 
 

Veterans Court Coordinator 
Matthew Parrish 

(ARMY 2002-2005) 
(409) 765 - 2679 

Matthew.Parrish@co.galveston.tx.us 
 

Veteran Volunteer Coordinator 
Heather Melton 

(USCG 2006-2009) 
(409) 944-4437 

Important Contact Information 
Veterans Service Officer 

Jeff Gottlob 
(USMC RET 1980-2001) 

(409) 766 - 2448 
 

VTC Defense Attorney 
Jared Robinson 

(ARNG +20  years) 
(409) 200 - 2412 

 
Assistant District Attorney 

Patrick Gurski 
(ARMY нллу-нлмс) 

(409)-766-2282 
 

Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator 
Dr. Edward Henderson 

(281) 782-9080 


