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MAN SENTENCED TO 3 YEARS IN PRISON FOR FELONY DWI 
 

February 25, 2015 
 
 
 
GALVESTON – Yesterday, February 24, 2015, a jury convicted Lazaro Renovato of the 3rd degree felony 

offense of driving while intoxicated – 3rd or more.  Today the jury sentenced Renovato to 3 years in prison. 

 Officer Vargas with the Dickinson Police Department testified that he stopped the defendant for 

swerving out of his lane of traffic multiple times and almost striking other vehicles on the road.  Officer Vargas 

stated he observed a strong odor of alcohol coming from the defendant’s vehicle, the defendant was fumbling 

while trying to find his driver’s license, and the defendant had slurred speech.  The defendant first stated he did 

not have anything to drink and then later admitted he had consumed two beers.  A video of the traffic stop was 

introduced into evidence.  Prosecutor Joseph Frank argued to the jury that the video of the defendant’s poor 

driving and poor performance of the standard field sobriety tests corroborated Officer Vargas’ testimony.  

Prosecutor Frank also introduced evidence of two prior driving while intoxicated convictions, which made this a 

felony offense for the defendant.  The jury deliberated a little over an hour before returning a verdict of guilty. 

 The defendant was prosecuted in the 56th District Court by Assistant District Attorneys Joseph Frank 

and Jennifer Ott, with Judge Lonnie Cox presiding and Katy Jo Muncie and Mark Diaz representing the 

defendant.  During the punishment phase of trial, Prosecutor Frank introduced evidence of the defendant’s five 

prior driving while intoxicated convictions, including one felony.  After hearing the punishment evidence the 

jury sentenced the defendant to 3 in prison.   

 


