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Our Mission: 

To provide comprehensive and diverse recreational and senior services opportunities for Galveston county Citizens and visitors, through the stewardship of our resources. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

                  COUNTY of GALVESTON 
        Department of Parks & Cultural Services 

                   4102 Main Street (FM 519) La Marque, Texas 77568 

                   Phone: (409) 934-8100 Fax (409) 934-8140 

                  www.galvestoncountytx.gov 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

October 1, 2015 

 

 

Dear Prospective Beach Vendor, 

 

We are excited to announce that applications for the upcoming 2016-17 beach vending season are now 

available! The deadline for all applications is January 1, 2016. An official review of all received applications 

will take place in January 2016 and applicants will be notified in writing of their approval or denial by February 

12, 2016.  

 

Please note that an application must be submitted for each zone requested. Each applicant approved for a permit 

will be required to attend an orientation meeting in March 2016. 

 

If you have any further questions, please call the Parks Administration Office at 409-934-8100. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Krupa, Programs Manager 

jennifer.krupa@co.galveston.tx.us 

 

http://www.galvestoncountytx.gov/
mailto:jennifer.krupa@co.galveston.tx.us


GALVESTON COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & SENIOR SERVICES 
Check List for Beach Vending Permit Application 

 
The application packet must include the following items (please check off each item so that you know you have fulfilled the 

requirements).  

 

 A completed application, on forms provided—completely filled out and notarized. Copies of drivers’ licenses are required.  

 

 Personal history information form—completely filled out. 

 Credit check release. 

 Financial history of the proposed business; and  

 Business references (or, if you have no business experience, personal references). 

 Copy of current vehicle liability insurance certificate. 

 Original certificate of current general liability insurance, showing the County of Galveston, the Galveston County 

Commissioners’ Court, and the Galveston County Department of Parks & Cultural Services as additional insureds, in the 

minimum amounts of $100,000 per injury, $300,000 per occurrence, and $100,000 property damage, and valid for the entire 

vending period.  

 

 A current Galveston County Health Certificate, if food or drink products are to be sold; all shrimp or fish vendors will need 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department permits. Exception: The Galveston County Health Department, the Federal 

Department of Agriculture (FDA) and the Texas Department of Health (TDH) do not consider prepackaged ice cream 

products potentially hazardous foods and do not require a Health Certificate to sell prepackaged ice cream products. 
 

 Two recent color photographs of the vehicles or structures to be used for the vending business establishment, showing the 

driver’s side, the passenger’s side, and the license plate number of any vehicle and the front and back of any structure; 

 

 Your state sales tax number; 

 

 A County building permit, as required for enclosed trailers or other structures, or a letter from the County Engineer or County 

Building Inspector stating that your proposed structure or facility does not require a building permit. 

 

 A copy of your assumed name certificate, if required under Chapter 36, Business & Commerce Code, or an explanation of 

why a certificate is not required. 

 

 A cashier’s check or money order for the $100 application fee.  The application fee of $100 for each application packet 

for each permit the applicant seeks to operate in each zone in which the applicant seeks to operate.  An applicant is 

not eligible for more than one permit per zone.  If an applicant applies for and is approved to receive two or three 

permits for identical categories in different zones, the applicant may choose which zone or zones it prefers for its 

business and request a waiver in writing of all but one of the approved zones for issuance of a permit to the applicant.  

The written waiver request must be delivered to the attention of the Director of the Department of Parks and Senior 

Services not later than the 5
th

 day after the date the applicant receives notice that the applicant’s multiple applications 

have been approved.  

 

 

 
Submit the application packet to: 

The Department of Parks & Senior Services 

4102 Main (FM 519) 

La Marque, Texas 77568 

Attention: Programs Manager 

Beach Vending Permits 

Phone Number: (409) 934-8100 
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Galveston County Department of Parks & Senior Services 
Application for Beach Vending Permit 

 

1. Check one of the following and complete as indicated: 

 

 Individual  Partnership  Corporation 

 

Name Street Address City, State, Zip Code Driver’s License Number 

    

    

    

    

    

 

2. If an application is a partner or corporation, give the name of one partner or officer (not a manager unless an 

 officer) who is primarily responsible for the management of the premises: 

 

 

 

 

 _____________________________________                            ____________________________________ 

                                              Name                      Driver’s License Number                            
 

3. Address where correspondence is to be mailed:_______________________________________________________ 

 

4. Applicant desires to operate under Trade Name of: ____________________________________________________ 

 

5. Category: 

  

 Food & Drink  Novelties  Jet Ski Rental 

 Surfboard  Portacans  Other 

 

6. Commodities to be sold: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Has any named person referenced above, their spouse or employee ever been arrested for an offence? 

 

 Yes  No 

  

 If yes, please explain: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Vehicle(s) or trailer(s) to be used in business described as follows: 

 NOTE – Throughout the duration of the vending period, changes to the license plate numbers must be in writing and 

 approved by the manager. The vehicle/trailer listed on the application will be the vehicle assigned to the permit. 

 

Name Type Year/Model Serial Number Lic./TX No. 

     

     

     

 

9. Furnish names, addresses, current valid driver license numbers, and copy of drivers license of each individual that 

 will be operating the beach business vehicle of which a permit is applied for: 

 

Name Address Driver’s License Number 

   

   

   

 

10. Check one zone for which permit is applied for (only 1 zone to be checked; separate applications are required for 

 each zone): 

 

 Crystal Beach  North Beach  South Beach 

 

11. Business will be conducted: 

 

 Daily  Weekly  Occasionally 

 

STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF __________________________________ Before me the undersigned authority in the 

date personally appeared __________________________________ who, after being my duty sworn, did upon oath depose 

and say that after having read said application, that all the facts set forth therein are true and correct, and attested to by the 

signature below: 

 

Signature __________________________________ This __________________________________ day of 

__________________________________ 20____  __________________________________ Notary in and for 

__________________________________ County, Texas. 
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Galveston County Department of Parks & Senior Services 

Vendor Personal History Information 

ANSWER QUESTION FULL, ANY FALSE STATEMENTS WILL DISQUALIFY YOU 

 

1. FULL LEGAL NAME of Applicant: _________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Birth date:    _________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Contact number(s): Home:  _________________________________________________________ 

   

    Cell:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Address of applicant: Street number: _________________________________________________________ 

 

    County:  _________________________________________________________ 

     

    State:  _________________________________________________________ 

     

    Zip:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How long at your current address?  _________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Birth date:    _________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How much personal cash do you actually have invested in the business? ___________________________________ 

 
8. Name of firm or person financing this business: ______________________________________________________ 

 

9. Have you ever used narcotics in any form? 

 Yes  No 

 

10. Have you or your partner, manager, or spouse ever been cited or arrested for any reason or been the subject of a 

 criminal investigation? 

 Yes  No 

 

11. If the answer to #10 is Yes, please explain: 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

12. Give three business references (Name, address, and phone number) of each who are not related. 

 

Name Address Phone Number 

   

   

   

 

13. Give employment for the past three years – Employer’s name, address, and dates: 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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I certify by my signature the above information is true and correct. 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________________________ 

Name (printed): __________________________________________  
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Galveston County Department of Parks & Senior Services 
Credit Release Form 

 

 

I _________________________________________ doing business as ___________________________________________ 

do hereby grant Galveston County and the Galveston County Department of Parks and Senior Services permission to conduct 

a credit check on myself and my company for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements for a Beach Vending Permit. 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________________________ 

Name (printed): __________________________________________  
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PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING A FOODSERVICE PERMIT FOR A MOBILE UNIT 

The following information is presented as a guideline to outline requirements for a mobile food establishment. 

http://www.gchd.org/ech/foodestab.htm 

 

Submitting Plans:  

 

Plans drawn to scale, blueprints or contractor's drawings, for new construction, existing or renovation of an existing unit, must be 

submitted to the Health District for approval. Plans should show the layout (identifying equipment and providing an equipment list), 

arrangement and construction material of the inside of the mobile food unit including food preparation, storage and service window 

areas.  

 

Menu:  

 

A Menu or list of all foods and beverages to be served shall be submitted for review and approval. Mobile foodservice units that serve 

only prepackaged nonpotentially hazardous foods are not required to obtain a permit or provide water, wastewater or commissary.  

 

Description of Operation:  

 

A Description of Operation (in writing) of how you plan to operate your mobile food unit shall also be submitted. The description of 

operation shall include but not be limited to the following: whether food will be prepackaged only, main hours of operation, main area 

of operation (list stationary or leased area of operation if applicable), method(s) of serving food to customers, etc.  

 

Commissary (central preparation facility):  

 

Mobile food units shall operate from a central preparation facility or other fixed food establishment and shall report to such location 

for supplies and for cleaning and servicing operations. The commissary or other fixed food establishment, used as a base of operation 

for mobile food units, shall be constructed and operated in compliance with the requirements of the Texas Food Establishment Rules.  

The owner of any mobile unit must provide verifiable documentation regarding the location of their central preparation facility to the 

Health District before a Health Permit may be issued. A copy of the commissary's Health Permit and most recent inspection report 

must be provided for the Health District's file if the commissary is not located within Galveston County. A letter verifying your access 

to commissary facilities must be submitted. A new letter is required every year. This information must be presented at your plan 

review session. The letter granting permission to use the central preparation facility should be submitted on the form provided.  

 

Servicing area and operations:  

 

A mobile food unit servicing area shall be provided and include at least overhead protection for any supplying, cleaning or servicing 

operations except for those areas providing only for the loading of water and/or the discharge of sewage and other liquid waste, 

through the use of a closed system of hoses, need not be provided with overhead protection. Within this servicing area, a location 

provided for flushing and drainage of liquid wastes shall be separate from the location provided for water servicing and for the loading 

and unloading of food and related supplies. Speak to a Health District representative for further requirements of the servicing area.  

Note: Feel free to ask Health District personnel to review floor plans of prefabricated mobile food units or to look at an existing unit 

that you are contemplating purchasing. This will give you a general idea of how much work may be needed to get the unit permitted, if 

it is not acceptable as presented.  

   

Food Service Plan Review:  

 

A Food Service Plan Review must be conducted prior to starting construction, remodeling, or renovations. A copy of the floor plans, 

menu, a description of the operation and central preparation facility letter (along with the inspection report and copy of central 

preparation facility permit) must be submitted for review and approval at this time. Appointments must be made in advance for plan 

reviews. There may be a $100.00 plan review fee charged.  

 

Contact other municipal departments (i.e. permits, zoning, etc.) for additional requirements. Each city in the county may have separate 

rules on vending from a mobile unit.  

 

Pre-approval inspection:  

 

A Pre-approval inspection of your mobile food unit (upon your request) must be conducted by the Health District after all construction 

and remodeling is completed. An appointment for this inspection should be scheduled in advance. The unit must be clean and all 

equipment must be in place. Chemical test kit(s), appropriate metal stem thermometer(s), soap, and paper towels, etc. shall be 

provided at this time. Refrigerators to be used to store potentially hazardous foods must be turned on for inspection. Verification of the 

facility's ability to store potentially hazardous foods at a temperature of 41
o
 F. or less must be confirmed. This inspection will list all 

corrections to be made prior to the final inspection. If no corrections are required the unit will be eligible for a food service permit 

http://www.gchd.org/ech/foodestab.htm
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upon payment of the required fee. Once you have purchased your Food Service Permit, you may operate your mobile food unit 

according to the approved menu and description of operation. The Food Service Permit must be posted in a conspicuous place on the 

unit.  

 

GUIDELINES FOR FOOD ESTABLISHMENT OPERATORS 

   

The following information is presented as a GUIDELINE ONLY to outline the primary requirements for a food establishment in 

Galveston County. Specific needs should be discussed with Health District Sanitarians.  

 

Conveniently located refrigeration facilities or effectively insulated facilities shall be provided to assure the maintenance of all 

potentially hazardous food (if applicable).  

Conveniently located hot food storage facilities shall be provided to assure the maintenance of food at the required temperature during 

storage (if applicable).  

 

A three compartment sink shall be used for washing, rinsing and sanitizing of utensils and equipment. Sinks shall be large enough to 

permit the complete immersion of the utensils and equipment and each compartment of the sink shall be supplied with hot and cold 

potable running water (must be available on the unit and in central preparation facility, if applicable).  

 

Drainboards or easily movable dish-tables of adequate size for the proper handling of soiled utensils prior to washing and for cleaned 

utensils following sanitization shall be provided at the three compartment sink.  

 

Water System: The potable water system shall be installed to preclude the possibility of backflow. System shall be of sufficient 

capacity to furnish enough hot and cold water under pressure for food preparation, cleaning and sanitizing and handwashing, in 

accordance the requirements. Water inlet shall be capped when not being used to fill water tank. The system shall be enclosed and 

sloped to permit complete drainage of the tank. Check with a Health District Representative for further details.  

   

Floor and floor coverings of all food preparation, food storage, and utensil-washing areas shall be constructed of smooth durable 

material such as durable grades of linoleum or plastic, or tight wood impregnated with plastic, and shall be maintained in good repair.  

 

The walls, including non supporting partitions, wall coverings, and ceilings of food preparation areas, food storage areas, equipment-

washing and utensil-washing areas shall be smooth, nonabsorbent, and easily cleanable.  

 

Studs, joists, and rafters shall not be exposed in: food preparation areas, equipment and utensil-washing areas. Utility service lines and 

pipes shall not be unnecessarily exposed on walls or ceilings in these areas.  

 

At least 50 foot candles of light shall be provided to all working surfaces and at least 20 foot candles of light shall be provided to all 

other surfaces and equipment in food preparation, utensil-washing, and hand washing areas, and in toilet rooms. At least 10 foot 

candles of light shall be provided in all other areas (if applicable).  

 

Shielding to protect against broken glass falling onto food shall be provided for all artificial lighting fixtures located over, by, or 

within food storage, preparation, service and display facilities, and facilities where utensils and equipment are cleaned and stored (if 

applicable).  

 

Ventilation system shall be installed and operated according to law.  

 

Units stationed daily in a set location shall maintain all parts of the property used in connection with operations shall be free of litter 

(if applicable).  

 

Toilet facilities shall be installed according to law, shall be the number required by law, shall be accessible to employees at all times 

(must be available in central preparation facility). Mobile units stationed in a set location must provide a letter verifying access to 

proper toilet facilities. These facilities must be conveniently located for the employees.  

 

Handwashing sinks shall be at least the number required by law, shall be installed according to law and shall be located to permit 

convenient use by all employees in food preparation areas and utensil-washing area.  

 

Each handwashing sink shall be provided with hot and cold water tempered by means of a mixing valve or combination faucet.  

 

There shall be a sufficient number of containers to hold all garbage and refuse that accumulates.  

 

Potable water servicing equipment shall be installed according to law and shall be stored in a way that protects the water and 

equipment from contamination.  
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Water under pressure at the required temperatures shall be provided to all fixtures and equipment that use water.  

 

A facility shall be provided and used for washing all garbage containers. This facility shall be provided with hot water and detergent 

or steam for cleaning (must be available at central preparation facility, if applicable).  

 

If liquid waste results from operation of the mobile food unit, the waste shall be stored in a permanently installed retention tank that is 

at least fifteen percent larger in capacity than the water supply tank.  

 

The mobile food unit liquid waste retention tank, where used, shall be thoroughly flushed and drained during the servicing operations. 

All liquid waste shall be discharged to a sanitary sewerage disposal system.  

   

Liquid waste shall not be discharged from the retention tank when the unit is in motion.  

 

All connections on the vehicle for servicing mobile food unit waste disposal facilities shall be of a different size or type than those 

used to supply potable water to the mobile food unit. These connections shall be located lower than the water inlet.  

Food and containers of food shall not be stored under exposed or unprotected sewer lines or water lines.  

 

Multi-use equipment and utensils shall be constructed and repaired with safe materials shall be corrosion resistant and nonabsorbent; 

and shall be smooth, easily cleanable, and durable under conditions of normal use.  

 

All equipment and utensils, including plasticware, shall be designed and fabricated for durability under conditions of normal use and 

shall be resistant to denting, buckling, pitting, chipping, and crazing.  

 

If additional information is required, please call our office. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

9850-D Emmett F. Lowry Expressway 

Texas City, TX 77591 

(409)938-2411  

 

For information on the City of Galveston Peddling or Temporary Concession Permits contact:  

 

City of Galveston  

Planning Department  

City Hall, 4th Floor  

823 Rosenberg  

P.O. Box 779  

Galveston, TX 77553  

(409)766-2106  

 

Note: You must have a valid food service permit to obtain a City of Galveston Vending Permit.  

  

  

 LETTER OF COMMISSARY 

Section 301.73.11.009(b)(1)(A) of the Texas Department of Health "Rules on Food Service Sanitation" states that "Mobile food units 

shall operate from a commissary or other fixed food service establishment and shall report at least daily to such location for all 

supplies and for all cleaning and servicing operations." In addition, all food products and supplies shall be stored in this facility at 

the end of the day's operation.  

 

I am granting permission for my establishment to be used as a commissary for the mobile operation identified below. I understand that 

as a commissary, my facility and its equipment must be accessible to the mobile operator to comply with the regulation stated in the 

preceding paragraph.  

  

COMMISSARY INFORMATION 
COMMISSARY NAME ___________________________________________________  

ADDRESS __________________________________ PHONE NO. _______________  

CITY _____________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ____________  

OWNER NAME ________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS __________________________________ PHONE NO. _______________  

CITY _____________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ____________  
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PERMISSION GRANTED BY ________________________________ DATE _________  

MOBILE INFORMATION 

MOBILE UNIT NAME ____________________________________________________  

VEHICLE DESCRIPTION: MODEL ________________ MAKE _________________  

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NO. _____________ LICENSE PLATE NO.___________  

OWNER NAME ________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS _______________________________ PHONE NO._____________________  

CITY ____________________________________ STATE ____ ZIP ______________  

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________DATE__________  

 

NOTE: A COPY OF THE COMMISSARY PERMIT AND THE MOST RECENT INSPECTION SHEET ARE REQUIRED 

IN ADDITION TO THIS LETTER. THIS IS ONLY REQUIRED IF THE COMMISSARY IS NOT LOCATED WITHIN 

GALVESTON COUNTY. A NEW LETTER OF COMMISSARY MUST BE SUBMITTED EACH TIME YOUR HEALTH 

DISTRICT PERMIT IS RENEWED.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                             

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS OF 

BOLIVAR PENINSULA BEACH VENDING PERMIT POLICY 
Application packets can be requested from the Galveston County Parks & Cultural Services Department by calling 409-934-8100; 

 Monday-Friday from 8:00am-5:00pm. 

 

 

1.  The Commissioners’ Court assigned responsibility for implementing the rules and administering the permit 

process to the Galveston County Parks Department. Permit application packets will be evaluated for 

compliance with these rules, and permits will be issued under these rules, without the individual 

applications or permits being subject to Park Board or Commissioners’ Court approval. 

 

2. The maximum length of time for a permit allowed by law is two years.  A vending period begins March 1
 

of each even-numbered year and expires the last day of February of the subsequent even-numbered year. 

 

3. The Bolivar Peninsula beaches are divided into three geographical zones with two different permit fee 

rates.  The County has established a maximum number of permits for each zone.  Monthly fees are required 

to be paid by the first day of each month for the months through September.   

a. Crystal Beach Zone – Permits available: 10, Fee: $100/month. 

b. North Beach Zone – Permits available: 8, Fee: $50/month. 

c. South Beach Zone – Permits available: 8, Fee: $50/month. 

 

4.  The categories of permits within the 3 zones are: 

a.  food and drink sales; 

b. sale of novelties, souvenirs, and other non-food items; 

c. jet ski rentals; and 

d. any other category established after review of the pool of permit applications for the upcoming or 

current vending period. 

 

5.  A permit to lease the occupancy of portable toilets or to sell or lease only surfboards is not limited as to the 

territory over which the business establishment may operate. 

 

6. The following information is required on the application form: 

a. a completed application. 

b. proof of current vehicle liability insurance and current general liability insurance, showing Galveston 

County, Galveston County Commissioners’ Court, and the Galveston County Parks & Cultural 

Department as additional insureds, in the minimum amounts of $100,000 per injury, $300,000 per 

occurrence, and $100,000 property damage, and valid for the entire vending period; 

c. a current Galveston County health certificate, if food or drink products are to be sold;  

d. two recent color photographs of the vehicle or structure to be used for the vending business 

establishment, showing the driver’s side, the passenger’s side, and the license plate number of any 

vehicle and the front and back of any structure; 

e. the applicant’s sales tax number; 

f. a County building permit, as required for enclosed trailers or other structures; 

g. a copy of the applicant’s assumed name certificate, if required under Chapter 36, Business & 

Commerce Code; and  

h. the application fee of $100 for each application. 

 

7.  Other conditions apply and are noted in the policy itself.  Each applicant is responsible for being familiar 

with that information prior to applying.  
 

  

 



 

 

 

 
1. Introduction  

 
1.1.  These rules established a system for the issuance of beach vending permits which authorize a  

permittee to sell or lease a commodity on public beaches that are not within the boundaries of a 

state park or an incorporated city.  Permit procedures, fees, and requirements are specified in these 

rules.       

 

2. Statutory Authority 

 

2.1 These rules are adopted by the Commissioners’ Court under the authority of Subchapter E, 

Chapter 61, Texas Natural Resources Code. 

 

3. Considerations in Exercising Authority 

 

3.1 These rules are adopted and are to be administered in accordance with the legislative 

considerations set forth in Section 61.174, Natural Resources Code, that: 

 

3.1.1. the number of mobile business establishments receiving permits from the County should 

not constitute a substantial interference with the free and unrestricted rights of ingress 

and egress of the public to public beaches; 

 

3.1.2. the number of permits issued by the County are sufficient to ensure free and unrestricted 

competition in selling or leasing of commodities to the public; and  

 

3.1.3. no person should be allowed to operate any mobile business establishment on any public 

beach in restraint of trade or competition by which the person controls all or substantially 

all of the business establishments on the public beach that have been issued permits by 

the County. 

 

3.2. Section 61.169 of the Natural Resources Code prohibits the County from issuing permits for 

business establishments located at a fixed or permanent location on a public beach.  All business 

establishments must be mobile. 

 

4. Definitions  

 

 4.1. In these rules: 

 

  4.1.1. “Beach vending permit” or “permit” means a permit issued under these rules. 

 

4.1.2. “Business establishment” means any structure or vehicle where any commodity, 

including memberships in  any private club or similar organization, is offered to the 

public for sale or lease, but does not include any structure or vehicle where only services 

are offered to the public for sale.  

 

  4.1.3. “Commissioners’ Court” means the Galveston County Commissioners’ Court. 

 

  4.1.4. “County” means Galveston County, Texas.  

 

  4.1.5. “Department” means the Galveston County Parks & Cultural Services Department. 

 

4.1.6. “Eligible application” means an application certified by the Director to comply with the 

requirements of Section 12.1. 

 

4.1.7. “Director” means the Director of the Parks & Cultural Services Department. 

 

  4.1.8. “Mobile” means vehicular in nature, on wheels, or of such nature that it is capable of  



 

 

moving or being moved for set-up after sunrise and removal from the beach area at sunset 

each day.  

 
4.1.9. “Novelty” means a small manufactured article intended mainly for personal or household 

adornment. 

 

4.1.10. “Permittee” means a person who is granted a beach vending permit to operate a business 

establishment on a public beach under these rules. 

 

  4.1.11. “Public beach” has the meaning assigned by Section 61.001, Natural Resources Code. 

 

4.1.12. “Sale or lease” or “sell or lease” includes offering any commodity in exchange for a price 

or other donation. 

 

4.1.13. “Vending” means offering to sell or lease a commodity to the public from a business 

establishment.   

 

4.1.14. “Vending period” means the two-year period beginning March 1 and ending the last day 

of February in the second following calendar year.  

 

4.1.15. “Vendor” means a person who sells or leases commodities on a public beach from a 

business establishment. 

 

4.1.16. “Zone” means one of the three Bolivar Peninsula beach zones designated by Section 6.1 

of these rules.  

 

4.1.17. “Zoned category” means one of the categories of operation described by Section 7.1 for 

which the permit is restricted to a designated zone.  

 

  4.1.18. “Zoned permit” means a beach vending permit other than a permit described by Sections  

   7.1 or 7.2 that is restricted to operations in a designated zone.  

 

5. Commissioners’ Court, Beach & Parks Department, Director 

 

5.1. The Commissioners’ Court assigns responsibility for implementing these rules and administering 

the permit process to the Parks Department, its Director, and its staff.  Permit application packets 

may be evaluated for compliance with these rules, and permits may be issued by the Director 

under these rules, without the individual applications or permits being subject to Commissioners’ 

Court approval. 

 

  5.2. The Director may establish additional rules, procedures, and conditions necessary or appropriate to  

  carry out the purposes of these rules. 

 

5.3. The Department may make recommendations to the Commissioners’ Court regarding 

implementing or amending these rules.  

 

5.4. The Commissioners’ Court retains oversight authority over the beach vending permit policy 

evidenced by these rules and the administration of the permit process.  

 

 

6. Maximum Territorial Limits, Bolivar Peninsula Beach Zones 

 

6.1. Except for permits described by Sections 7.2 or 7.3, each permit issued shall be limited to one of 

three zones, which three zones together comprise the public beaches on the Bolivar Peninsula, in 

Galveston County, Texas, not within the boundaries of a state park or an incorporated city.  The 

three zones and their boundaries are the: 

 



 

 

6.1.1. Crystal Beach Zone, bounded on the southwest by an imaginary line drawn by projecting 

the center line of Alma Street to the Gulf of Mexico, and bounded on the northeast by an 

imaginary line drawn by projecting the centerline of Gulf Shores to the Gulf of Mexico; 

 

6.1.2. North Beach zone, bounded on the southwest by an imaginary line drawn by projecting 

the center line of Gulf Shores to the Gulf of Mexico, and bounded on the northeast by the 

Chambers County line, which is marked by a county sign; and  

 

6.1.3. South Beach zone, bounded on the northeast by an imaginary line drawn by projecting 

the center line of Alma Street to the Gulf of Mexico, and bounded on the southwest by 

the Texas Department of Transportation Highway 87 ferry landing. 

 

 7. Permit Categories, Prohibited Activities 

  

7.1. The categories for zoned permits, which do not include the surfboard or portable toilet categories 

described in Sections 7.2 and 7.3, are: 

 

7.1.1. food and non-alcoholic beverage sales including ice sales; 

 

7.1.2. sale of novelties, souvenirs, and other non-food or non-alcoholic beverage items; 

 

7.1.3. jet ski rentals; and  

 

7.1.4. any other category established by the Director after review of the pool of permit 

applications for the upcoming or current vending period. 

 

7.2. Pursuant to Section 61.173(b), Natural Resources Code, a permit to sell or lease only 

surfboards and related equipment may not be limited as to the territory over which the 

business establishment may operate.  

 

7.3. A permit to lease the occupancy of portable toilets is not limited as to the territory over 

which the business establishment may operate.  A permit will not be issued for a business 

establishment that operates more than nine portable toilets.  

 

  7.4. Prohibited Categories 

 

7.4.1. Alcohol—According to the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC), 

generally, licenses will not be approved for mobile business establishments.  

Therefore, the County will not issue permits to sell alcoholic beverages through 

the beach vending program.  

 

7.4.2. Firearms, Ammunitions, and Explosives—According to the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF), permits for the sale of firearms, ammunition, or 

explosives will not be approved for mobile business establishments.  Therefore, 

the County will not issue permits to sell firearms, ammunition, or explosives 

through the beach vending program.  

 
7.4.3. Fireworks (pyrotechnic devices)—According to the Texas State Fire Marshal, 

permits for the sale of fireworks will not be approved for mobile business 

establishments.  Therefore, the County will not issue permits to sell fireworks 

through the beach vending program. 

 
8. Maximum Number of Zoned Permits, Allocation of Zoned Permits Among Categories. 

  

8.1. The total number of zoned permits that may be issued at the beginning of a vending period or that 

may be in effect at any time during the vending period is limited to a maximum of: 

 

8.1.1. 10 permits for the Crystal Beach zone; 

 



 

 

8.1.2. 8 permits for the North Beach zone; and  

 

8.1.3. 8 permits for the South Beach zone. 

 

8.2. The maximum total number of permits for a zone shall be allocated among the zoned categories in 

the same proportion that the number of eligible applications received in that zoned category for 

that zone bears to the total number of eligible applications received by that vending period’s 

application deadline for that zone, with each zoned category that received at least one eligible 

application being allocated at least one permit. 

 
8.3. The Director shall perform the initial allocation for a vending period after the application deadline 

and before permits are issued for that vending period.  The Director may adjust the allocation as 

required during the vending period to reflect the interest in categories for replacement permits. 

  

 8.4. A maximum of one permit per zone may be issued to any individual or entity, regardless of  

  category. 

 
 8.5. No preference or other consideration will be given with regard to status as a previous or current  

  permit holder or any other status. 

 

9. Term of Permit, Vending Period 

  

9.1. A permit is valid for one two-year vending period or the remaining term of the vending period, if 

issued after the beginning of the vending period.  A vending period begins March 1 of each even-

numbered year and expires the last day of February of the subsequent even-numbered year. 

 

10. Application For Permit, Payment By Cashier’s Check or Money Order 

  

10.1. An applicant for a beach vending permit must complete and submit a complete application packet.  

The deadline for submission of the application packet is January 1 of each even-numbered year 

that occurs before the March 1 commencement date of the vending period.  The application packet 

must include:  

 

10.1.1. a completed application, on a form as prescribed by the Director, that provides: 

 

(a) the name and street address of the applicant; 

 

(b) the commodity to be sold or leased; 

 

 

(c) the zone in which the business establishment is applying to operate, if the application 

is for a zoned category; 

 

(d) personal history information; 

 

(e) financial history of the proposed business; and  

 

(f) business references; 

 

(2) proof of current vehicle liability insurance and current general liability insurance, showing 

Galveston County, the Galveston County Commissioners’ Court, and the Galveston County Parks 

& Cultural Services Department as additional insured, in the minimum amounts of $100,000 per 

injury, $300,000 per occurrence, and $100,000 property damage.  Insurance must be valid for the 

entire vending period;  

 
(3) a current Galveston County health certificate, if food or drink products are to be sold; 

  

 (4) two recent color photographs of the vehicle or structure to be used for the vending business  

  establishment, showing the driver’s side, the passenger’s side, and the license plate number of any  



 

 

  vehicle and the front and back of any structure; 

 
 (5) the applicant’s sales tax number; 

 

 (6) a County building permit, as required for enclosed trailers or other structures; 

 

 (7) a copy of the applicant’s assumed name certificate, if required under Chapter 36, Business &  

  Commerce Code; and  

 

 (8) the appropriate application fee. 

 

 (9) any other certificates, permits, or licenses required for the sales of a specific product.   

  

 10.2 The application packet should be submitted to: 

 

  Programs Manager 

  Galveston County Parks Department 

  4102 Main Street (FM-519) 

  La Marque, TX 77568 

  Attn:  Beach vending permits 

  (409) 934-8100 

 

 10.3 A cashier’s check or money order for a filing fee is to be made payable to “Galveston County”.   

  The County discourages payments made in cash. 

 

11. Application Filing Fees 

  

11.1. The filing fee for each separate permit application $100.00.  

 

11.2. In addition to the filing fee, a permittee must pay a monthly operating fee as required by Section  

 13. 

 

11.3. If an application for a permit is not granted, the Department shall return the filing fee to the  

 applicant.  

 

11.4. The filing fee and the monthly operating fees may be used by the County to pay the expenses of  

 carrying out the provisions of Subchapter E, Chapter 61, Natural Resources Code. 

 

11.5. An applicant must submit a separate application packet and fee for each permit it seeks to operate  

 in each zone in which it seeks to operate.  A permit is only valid for a single business  

 establishment as described in the application packet.  An applicant is not eligible for more than  

 one zoned permit per zone. 

 

11.6. If an applicant applies for and is approved to receive two or three permits for identical categories  

 in different zones, the applicant may choose which zone or zones it prefers for its business and  

 waive all but one of the permits approved for issuance to the applicant.  The waiver must be in  

 writing and delivered to the Director not later than the 5
th

 day after the date the applicant receives  

 notice that its multiple applications have been approved.  The filing fee for an application that was  

 approved but waived by the applicant in accordance with this section shall be returned to the  

 applicant.  

 

12. Eligibility For Permit Approval And Award, Waiting List 

  

12.1. The Director shall certify an application as eligible for issuance of a permit, subject to the  

 limitations on the maximum number of permits that may be issued and the allocation among  

 categories under Section 8, if the Director finds that: 

 

12.1.1. the applicant has complied with the requirements of these rules; 

 



 

 

12.1.2. issuance of the applicant’s permit would be consistent with recreational needs and the 

public welfare; and  

 

12.1.3. the applicant’s business establishment would not create a traffic or safety hazard. 

 

 12.2. If the number of eligible applicants for one category of permits for a zone exceeds the number of  

  zoned permits allocated for issuance in that category, the Director shall select the applicants to be  

  issued zoned permits in that zoned category by drawing lots.  

 

 12.3. If lots are drawn, the names of the applicants with eligible applications not selected in the drawing  

  shall be placed by the Director on a waiting list for that category and zone.  If more than one  

  unselected applicant exists for a category and zone, the order of priority on the waiting list shall be  

  determined by drawing lots.  Names of other parties expressing an interest in that category and  

  zone may be added to the waiting list during the vending period in the order in which the names  

  are received by the Director.  If a replacement permit is to be issued under Section 14 for that  

  category and zone, priority shall be given to the parties named on the waiting list, in the order in  

  which their names appear on the list.  A party on the waiting list who fails to respond to a request  

  to submit a complete application packet within two weeks of being notified that a replacement  

  permit is to be issued may be removed from the waiting list.  

 

 12.4. Preferences shall not be given to any applicant based on status as a previous or current permit  

  holder or any other status. 

 

 

13. Monthly Operating Fee 

  

13.1. A permittee must pay a monthly operating fee to the Department from the effective date of the 

permit through September for each year of the vending period, regardless of what month the permittee actually 

begins operations.  The amount of the monthly operating fee is:  

 

13.1.1. $100.00 for a permit for the Crystal Beach zone; 

 

13.1.2.  $50.00 for a permit for the North Beach or South Beach zones; 

 

13.1.3. $100.00 for a permit for surfboard sale or rentals; and 

 

13.1.4. $50.00 for a permit for portable toilets. 

 

 13.2. The first monthly operating fee is due on the effective date of the permit and thereafter on the first  

  day of each month through September, during the vending period while the zoned permit is in  

  effect.  A permittee whose zoned permit is revoked is not entitled to a refund of previously paid  

  monthly operating fees or application fee. 

 

14. Replacement Permit for Zoned Categories  

  

14.1. A replacement permit in a zoned category may be issued for a specific zone if during the vending  

 period the Director revokes a permit in that category for that zone.   

 

 14.2. An applicant for a replacement permit to be issued during the vending period is not subject to the  

  January 1 application deadline.  An applicant awarded a replacement permit is not required to pay  

  the monthly operating fee for due dates occurring in the vending period prior to the effective date  

  of the replacement permit.  A replacement permit is valid for the remaining term of the current  

  vending period.  

 

15. Amendment of Permit 

  

15.1. Permits  may not be amended once they are issued.  A Permittee wishing to amend his/her permit  

 must submit a new application form, as well as a cashier’s check or money order in the amount of  

 $100.00 as an application fee.  A permittee will not be issued a new permit if there is a waiting list  



 

 

 for the proposed category and zone.  

 

16. Revocation of Permit 

  

16.1. Except as provided by Section 16.3, the failure or refusal of a permittee to comply with the terms  

 and conditions stated on the face of a permit or in these rules shall operate as an immediate  

 termination and revocation of all rights conferred in or claimed under the permit.  

 

 16.2. The termination or revocation of a permit is not effective until notice is delivered by mail to the  

  address of the permittee listed on the application for the permit, as required by Section 61.172,  

  Natural Resources Code.  

 

 16.3. The permit of a permittee who fails to pay a monthly operating fee as required by Section 13, but  

  who is otherwise in compliance, may not be revoked if the permittee pays the required monthly  

  operating fee not later than 5
th

 day of the month in which the fee was due.  

 

 16.4. A  permittee whose permit is revoked is not entitled to a refund of any previously paid monthly  

operating fees or application fees.  

 

17. General Conditions 

  

17.1. Permits will not be issued for fixed or permanent business establishments.   

 

17.2. Business may be conducted ONLY from mobile business establishments and only upon the area of  

 public beach within the jurisdiction of the County from the line of mean low tide to the natural  

 vegetation line on Bolivar Peninsula and within the boundaries of Galveston County.  Subject to  

 the restrictions of the permit the permittee is operating under and the restrictions of Section 17.12.  

 and 18.3, each permittee is entitled to daily select the location of its mobile business establishment  

 on a first come, first served basis.  All permit holders must remove all materials, facilities, and  

 vehicles used in conjunction with their operations at sunset each day and will be permitted to set  

 up again after sunrise the following day.  

 

17.3. A mobile business establishment may not block any access road to the beach. 

 

17.4. A mobile business establishment may not locate on or, in the case of a mobile business using a  

 moving vehicle, stop for business transactions in such a manner as to block established linear  

 traffic routes upon the beach in a generally northeast/southwest direction. 

 

17.5. Permit holders, with the exception of surf board and jet ski rentals, must limit the amount of space  

 used by their operation to a maximum radius of five feet beyond the vehicle or structure from  

 which the are operating.  Surf board and jet ski rental permit holders must limit the amount of  

 space used by their operation to a maximum radius of 20 feet beyond the vehicle or structure from  

 which they are operating.  

 

 17.6. A vendor must abide by all laws and regulations of the United States of America, the State of  

  Texas, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and the County of Galveston. 

 

 17.7. A vendor may operate only the type of business described in its permit. 

 

 17.8. A vendor must provide garbage receptacles for any refuse generated as a result of its beach  

vending activities and by members of the public who purchase or lease from the vendor.  A 

garbage  receptacle must be located within 20 feet of the business establishment.  A vendor is 

responsible for daily removal of garbage it or its customers generate.  Removal may be satisfied 

by removing garbage from each location at which the vendor operates by the vendor:  (1) 

removing the garbage from the Bolivar Peninsula public beach area;  (2) disposing of the garbage 

at Peninsula Waste Management on Noble Carl Road in Crystal Beach; or  (3) contracting with a 

licensed waste removal company.  On request the permittee must show proof of a contract with a 

licensed waste removal company or file a report of its garbage removal procedures.  

 



 

 

 17.9. A vendor must mark on or otherwise identify its licensed mobile business establishment with the  

  permittee’s company name or assumed name, as listed in its application.  The name must be  

  plainly visible to the public from at least two sides of the mobile business establishment.  A  

  mobile business establishment may not have any detached signs.  All advertising and  

  identification signs must be permanently attached to or painted on the mobile business  

  establishment as described in the application packet.  

 

 17.10. A vendor must prominently display its permit so that it is plainly visible to the public from at least  

  one side of the mobile business establishment.  

 

 17.11. A vendor may not conduct business between the hours of sunset and sunrise, unless different  

hours of operation are specifically approved in the vendor’s permit.  Please also refer to section  

  17.1.  

 

 17.12. A vendor may not sell or distribute glass containers or any commodity in a glass container.  

 

 17.13. A vendor may not conduct business from a stationary location within 50 yards of another  

  stationary beach vendor operating under the same category of permit.  A vendor may not conduct  

  business from a location within 0.5 mile of a permanent business established and operating at a  

  location adjacent to the public beach. 

 

 17.14. The vendor or permittee must maintain or comply with the criteria or standards set by these rules  

  for the issuance of the permit during the term of the permit.  

 

18. Additional Requirements for Jet Ski Permits 

  

18.1. A permittee receiving a permit for jet ski rentals must comply with the requirements of this  

 section.  Not later than the 30
th

 day after date of issuance of the permit, but prior to the beginning  

 of operation of business, the jet ski permittee must file a safety plan with the following parties at  

 the address indicated below: 

  

 Programs Manager 

 Galveston County Parks & Cultural Services Department 

 4102 Main Street 

 La Marque, TX 77568 

 

 Galveston County Sheriff 

 715 19
th

 Street 

 Galveston, Texas 77550 

 

 Constable, Precinct 9 

 P.O. Box 95 

 Port Bolivar, Texas 77650 

 

 18.2. The safety plan must include: 

 

18.2.1. an assurance that all riders will wear Coast Guard approved life jackets; 

 

18.2.2. a copy of instructions that the vendor intends to provide to each rider, which instructions 

must conform to state and local law concerning the operation of watercraft with an 

emphasis on safety of swimmers in nearby waters; 

 

18.2.3. an assurance that markers or buoys will be placed, designating the area where riding is 

allowed; 

 

18.2.4. a description of a rescue procedure for riders with non-operational equipment due to 

damage or mechanical failure or for injured riders unable to control the craft and safely 

return to shore; and  

 



 

 

18.2.5. a description of the vendor’s procedure for medical care of injured riders. 

 

 18.3. A vendor operating under a jet ski permit may not conduct business from a location within 0.5  

  mile of another jet ski permittee’s business establishment and must not interfere with private jet  

  ski owners or riders. 

 

18.4. A vendor operating under a jet ski permit must comply with all state laws applicable to the  

 operation of motor craft.  

 

19. Penalty, Enforcement 

  

19.1. Section 61.177, Natural Resources Code, provides that a person, who for himself or on behalf of 

or under the direction of another person, operates any business establishment, whether mobile or at a fixed or 

permanent location, on any public beach outside the boundaries of any incorporated city without first obtaining a 

license to operate the business establishment from the county shall be fined not less than $10 nor more than $200.  

 

 19.2. Any law enforcement agency with geographical jurisdiction within the area affected by these rules 

is authorized to enforce these rules.  The Director may request the Texas Parks and Wildlife game wardens to assist 

with enforcement of these rules, pursuant to Section 61.178, Natural Resources Code.  
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