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Welcome to Galveston County! 
 
Our 13 cities and  unincorporated areas comprise a land area of 430  
square miles, 47 of which is the City of Galveston, the official County 
Seat and the location of the Galveston County Courthouse and home of 
the Galveston County Tax Office. 
 
The Galveston County Tax Office provides a variety of  services  
including motor vehicle registration and titling on behalf of the TxDMV, 
voter registration on behalf of the Secretary of State, property tax and 
various fee collections for the County and many local governments.   
 
The information provided in this packet is intended to assist you with 
your transition as it pertains to registering your vehicle in the County, 
registering to vote and payment of property taxes once you purchase a 
home.  Please let me know what you find useful and what not-so-much 
so that it can be improved for the next new resident!  Our email address 
is shown at left.  
 
Most of our services are available online and I encourage you to take 
advantage of 24/7 access at www.galcotax.com.  Certain fees are 
charged for online payments (i.e. credit and debt card) and, although 
we will continue to examine ways of lowering those charges, please  
understand that governments cannot absorb the credit and debit card 
company fees that are absorbed by local merchants. 
 
We have four full-time offices (Galveston, League City, Santa Fe and 
Texas City).  Our Friendswood Satellite Office is open Thursday and  
Friday and Crystal Beach one day each month.   Addresses and other 
contact information is included at left. 
 
On behalf of the entire Galveston County Tax Office team, we are glad 
you chose our County as your home.  We look forward to serving you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  All offices close the second Friday of November every year for training  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call toll free: 
1-877-766-2284 

 
Fax: 

409-766-2479            
 

Email: 
galcotax@co.galveston.tx.us 

 
Website: 

www.galcotax.com                        
 

 
 
 

Full Time Locations 
Monday-Friday  

8 am to 5 pm 
 

722 Moody Avenue 
(21st Street) 

Galveston 
 

 11730 State Highway 6 
Santa Fe 

 
174 Calder Drive 

League City 
 

2516 Texas Avenue 
Texas City  

 

 
 
 

Satellite Locations 
 (closed Noon-1 for lunch): 

 
 

Thursday & Friday: 
 

Friendswood City Hall 
910 S Friendswood Dr. 

Friendswood 
 
 

Third Tuesday Monthly 
from 7 am to 3 pm 

 

946 Noble Carl Road 
Crystal Beach 

(2 miles from Ferry Landing) 



 

 

Registering Your Vehicle in Galveston County 
 

Services provided on behalf of the 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 

 
 

You have 30 days after moving to Texas to register your vehicle in the County of residence.   You have 90 
days to obtain a Texas drivers license and we do NOT provide this service!  Texas is one of five 
states that separates vehicles from drivers thus you will need to contact the Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) at one of the numbers shown below.  You will need to take proof of insurance, TxDMV registration  
receipt and proof of Social Security number to the DPS office convenient for you.  Those in the Galveston 
County area are included below: 
             
 Galveston DPS Office 6812 Broadway (409) 740-0031 
 Texas City DPS Office 1325 N. Amburn Rd.   (409) 933-1130 
               Alvin DPS Office 113 E. Sealy                              (281) 585-4525 
 Houston/Clear Lake 111 Tristar (off SH 3) (281) 486-8351 
                               
                            
Registration & Titling Your Vehicle                             
The Galveston County Tax Office (GCTO) provides registration and titling services for more than 275,000  
motor vehicles on behalf of the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.  After you have registered your vehicle in 
the County, you will receive renewal notices from TxDMV, typically six (6) weeks before expiration.   
 
Keep an eye on your windshield and come on in when you receive the renewal—you will not lose a month  
by coming in early.  You may also register your vehicle multiple years—ask our Customer Service Reps for  
additional information.  Sign up for email reminders from TxDMV online at www.txdmv.gov.  Have your plate 
number or Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) handy. 
 
In order to register your vehicle in Texas, proof of Texas liability insurance or out-of- state liability insurance 
is required. If using out-of-state insurance, you must provide the declaration page of the policy.  In an effort 
to improve customer satisfaction, we accept out-of-state checks but be prepared to show identification!  All 
TxDMV /vehicle related forms referred to in this document are included as are other forms we believe may be 
useful to you. 
 
A base registration fee of $50.75 is charged for passenger vehicles and light trucks (6,000 lbs. or less).    Fees 
for trucks over 6,000 lbs. is included below.  Trailers up to 6,000 lbs. are charged a base fee of $45.00.  A  
complete fee schedule is included on the following page. 
 
First Time Registration in Texas                             
 

New residents from out of State will pay an additional $90.00 to register their vehicles in Texas and an  
additional $33.00 to obtain a Texas title.  You will need to do the following: 
 
1. Have your vehicle inspected at a TxDPS licensed inspection station.  You must have your vehicle  

inspected in Galveston County in order to register it here.  You may locate a station near you online at 
www.TxDPS.state.tx.us.  The station will require proof of liability insurance.    Upon passage of the safety 
inspection, you will be provided a vehicle inspection “green slip” (see sample—in white—at the bottom of 
the following page). 

 
2. Bring the following to our office: 
      A.  Proof of insurance, title or registration in your name 
          B.  Current driver’s license (out-of-state) 
          C.  TxDPS vehicle inspection “green slip” 
 



 

 

Fee schedule: 
 

 Passenger and Light Truck (up to 6,000 lb): 
  State Base Fee $50.75 
  DPS Insurance Fee 1.00 
  Automation Fee 1.00  
  County Road and Bridge Fund +10.00  
 $62.75 
 Trailers (up to 6,000 lb):  
  State Base Fee $45.00 
  DPS Insurance Fee 1.00 
  Automation Fee 1.00  
  County Road and Bridge Fund +10.00  
 $57.00 
 Mopeds and Motorcycles: 
 State Base Fee $30.00 
  DPS Insurance Fee 1.00 
  Automation Fee 1.00  
  County Road and Bridge Fund +10.00  
 $42.00 
 
 Trucks over 6,000  fees are based on gross vehicle weight as shown below: 
  
           Weight Base Fee Local Fees Total Registration Fee 
 6,001 – 10,000 $  54.00 $12.00  $66.00 
 10,001 – 18,000 $110.00 $12.00 $122.00 
 18,001 – 25,999 $205.00 $12.00 $217.00 
 26,000 – 40,000 $340.00 $12.00 $352.00 
 40,001 – 54,999 $534.00 $12.00 $546.00 
 55,000 – 70,000 $740.00 $12.00 $755.00 
 70,001 – 80,000 $840.00 $12.00 $852.00 
 Over 80,000 Varies  $12.00 Varies 
 
 
Use the 130-U form shown on the following page to  
register and title your vehicle in Texas.   Titling it here 
enables you to transfer title within the State in the future.  
It is not required.  You may just register the vehicle and 
you may also just title it.  Useful forms are included on 
the following pages.   
 
If you need to have a friend or family member with a  
different last name to represent you in our office, be sure 
to complete the authorization section on the Return of 
Title/Registration Application for Additional  
Information or Payment form (last form provided in the 
vehicle section).   
 
Disabled placards are available for those with temporary 
or permanent disabilities and are provided at no cost to 
disabled veterans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Inspection Station “green slip” 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Property Taxes 

 
Services provided on behalf of 

Galveston County, all county cities, many school districts and several special purpose districts. 
 
 

The Galveston Tax Office assesses, collects and disburses property taxes for over half of the governmental  
entities in the county which means, depending on where you live, statements may be received from multiple 
governments and even multiple counties.  We collect for the Cities of Friendswood and League City which are 
located in both Harris and Galveston counties.  If you live in the Harris County portion of Friendswood, you 
will receive a statement from us for City of Friendswood taxes, a statement from CCISD for school taxes and 
from the Harris County Tax Office for Harris County and the governments it serves.  Call us if you are  
concerned or have questions.  Those governments we serve are listed on the following page. 
 
Basics 
Property taxes in Texas are based on the January 1st market value of your property as determined by the 
county appraisal district (CAD).  The CAD handles all ownership, exemption, and value information on  
your property.  We do not make changes to your property tax account without authorization by the CAD. 
Changes take a long time to work through the process so please monitor your records both on our website and 
the CAD website (in Galveston County www.galvestoncad.org and for Friendswood and League City residents 
living in Harris County, Harris CAD at  www.hcad.org). 
 
Each spring, the CAD issues notices of appraised value.  You have until May 31st (or 30 days after the date of 
the notice, whichever is later) to schedule a meeting with an appraiser to protest the CAD value.  Please see 
our booklet, Effectively Protesting Taxes.pdf at the Important Information link on our home page for  
additional information on the protest process.  Classes are held throughout April and May—watch our  
website and check your tax statement each year for a listing of class times and locations.  
 
After the appraisal roll is certified, local governments adopt their budgets and tax rates.  During the month  
of October, we produce tax statements and mail them to property owners and mortgage companies.  If your 
property taxes are escrowed by your mortgage company, you will not receive a tax statement from us.   
 
Property taxes are delinquent February 1 meaning payments must be postmarked by January 31st in order to 
be considered timely.    
 
Important Property Tax Deadlines 
 

October 15 thru 31 Tax Assessor mails tax statements for the year (2013) 
November 30 First half of split payment of 2013 taxes is due on or before this date 
January 1 Date values are determined by CAD 
January 31 Last day to pay taxes including first one-fourth installment if senior,  
        disabled person or disabled veteran 
March 31 Last day for second tax installment if senior, disabled person or disabled  
         veteran 
April 15 Last day to render  business personal property—failure to render will result  
         in a 10% penalty being added to your tax bill. 
May 31 Last day for disabled, seniors or disabled veteran to pay third tax installment 
 Last day to schedule appointment to protest values with county appraisal district 
June 30 Last day to pay second half of split payment for 2013 taxes  
July 1 Date that delinquent taxes incur total 12 percent penalty (interest continues 
         to accrue) 
July 31 Last day for disabled person, senior or disabled veteran homeowners to pay 
         final 2013 tax installment 



 

 

Information on Forms Included 
 

• Residence Homestead/Over 65/Disabled Person Application 
 

 Identification and proof of residency is changing September 1—as may this form.   After  
 September 1, contact the CAD or go online.  This booklet will be updated as soon as new  
 application form is available. 
 
• 100% Disabled Vet  -  100% exempt from property taxes in Texas but you MUST QUALIFY 
 
• Application for Disabled Vet and Surviving Spouse 
 

 This form is also expected to change September 1.  Beginning with the 2013 tax year, disabled vets  
 are now eligible to make four equal installments on their resident homestead taxes upon qualifying. 
 
• Tax Deferral 

 

 Seniors and disabled persons are eligible to defer their property taxes which means they may be 
 paid (once deferral approved) and if not, 8% interest per year is added to the unpaid balance. 

 
Payment Options 
You have several options when paying property taxes in Galveston County: 
 
1. Sign-up online (www.galcotax.com and click on large red button) for emailed tax statement and help us 

help you save money!  Then pay via online via electronic check or with credit card. 
2. Mail (use envelope included with statement).  Postmarks are everything to us!  Make certain the date you 

drop it in the box leaves time for a USPS postmark! 
3. Drop in one of the marked boxes outside all but our Crystal Beach office location 
4. Come in person—we love meeting our customers! 
 
If you are a qualified senior, disabled person or disabled veteran and making payment on your homestead, 
you may be able to make four equal installments (by January 31, by March 30, by May 31, and by July 31) 
without penalty and interest.  Installment payments may also be available if the Governor declares a natural 
disaster such as hurricane or drought.   
 
Split or half pay—for all but Dickinson, Dickinson ISD and Galveston County MUD #12, you may divide your 
bill by two and, as long as the first half is paid by November 30th, the second half is not due until June 30th—
no penalty and interest! 
 
Can’t pay—call for a payment agreement.  We may be able to save you excessive penalties and interest on your 
unpaid balance! 

Galveston County 
Galveston County Road & Flood 
 
Dickinson Independent School District 
Galveston Independent School District 
High Island Independent School District 
Hitchcock Independent School District 
La Marque Independent School District 
 
City of Bayou Vista 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
City of Dickinson 
City of Friendswood 
City of Galveston 
City of Hitchcock 

City of Kemah 
City of Jamaica Beach 
City of La Marque 
City of League City 
City of Santa Fe 
City of Texas City 
Village of Tiki Island 
Crystal Beach (delinquent taxes) 
 
Galveston College 
College of the Mainland 
 
Drainage District No. 1 
Drainage District No. 2 
Emergency Services District #1 

Emergency Services District #2  
MUD District #1 
Bacliff MUD No. 4 
Bayview MUD 
San Leon MUD 
Tara Glen MUD 
GC Fresh Water Dist. No. 6 
Galveston Co. MUD No. 12 
Navigation District No.1 
WCID No. 1 
WCID No. 12 
WCID No. 19 
 
Road District #1 (delinquent)
State (delinquent) 

GCTO Government Collection Customers 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Registering to Vote 
 
 
 
 

Services provided on behalf of the Texas Secretary of State 
 
 

Did you know that Texas was the first State to vote from space!  Now that I have your attention, the Tax  
Assessor/Collector serves as Voter Registrar for the County.  GCTO’s Voter Registration Department is  
located on the first floor of the Galveston Branch.  Applications are available at each office as well as online  
at www.galcotax.com (click on Voter Registration Information tab). 
 
In addition to providing voter registration services, we support all elections held in Galveston County through 
the provision of poll books and telephone support for voters and election workers. In addition,  Volunteer 
Deputy Registrar training and programs on voter registration, voter participation, and citizenship are  
available upon request. 
 
Who is Eligible to Vote in Texas 
You are eligible to register to vote in Texas, you must complete an application and mail or turn it in to the 
proper authorities (a county registered volunteer deputy registrar or any employee of the Galveston County 
Tax Office).  The application must be complete (see application items indicated on the following page).    
FAILURE TO FULLY COMPLETE THE APPLICATION may result in delays that could impact your right to 
vote! 
 
Applicants must meet the following criteria: 
 

1. A United States citizen 
2. A resident of the County where you submit the application 
3. At least 18 years old on Election day  
4. Not be a convicted felon (completed sentence, probation and parole) and you have not been  

declared by a court with probate jurisdiction to be totally or partially mentally incapacitated 
 
*  You may be eligible if you have completed your sentence, probation and parole 
 
Voter ID in Texas 
In 2011, the Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 14.  This bill created new requirements for voters to show a 
photo identification (ID) in order to vote.   Legal battles may impact the implementation of Texas’ Voter ID 
law but as of this date, it is in full effect. 
 
With the exception of US citizenship certificate (Item F below), ID must be current or not have expired more 
than 60 days before being presented at a polling location.  Acceptable forms of ID include: 
 

A. Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS)* 
B. Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS 
C. Texas personal identification card issued by DPS 
D. Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS 
E. United States military identification card containing the person’s photograph 
F. United States citizenship certificate containing the person’s photograph 
G. United States passport 

 
Allow adequate time when voting as election officials must determine whether the name on the ID matches 
the name on the official list of registered voters.  If it does, you may proceed to vote.  If the names are found to 
be “substantially similar” the voter will be permitted to vote after signing an affidavit stating the voter is the 
same person. 
 
• Go online to DPS at www.dps.texas.gov or call 1-512-424-2600 for additional information. 
 



 

 

Those without proper ID will be required to vote  
provisionally.  PROPER ID MUST BE  
PROVIDED TO THE VOTER REGISTRAR 
WITHIN SIX (6) DAYS or the provisional ballot 
will be rejected. 
 
Exceptions to Voter ID Requirement 
A permanent exemption will be granted for  
voters with a disability rating of at least 50% as 
evidenced by documentation from either the   
Social Security Administration or Department of 
Veterans Affairs.  It must also be affirmed that 
the applicant has no valid form of photo  
identification.   Qualifying voters will be provided 
a voter registration certificate reflecting the  
exemption.  Please contact the Voter Registration 
Department at  1-409-766-2280 or (toll free)  
1-888-976-2280. 
 
Those without a valid form of photo ID as the 
result of certain natural disasters as declared by 
the President of the United States or the Texas  
Governor, may vote a provisional ballot and 
MUST APPEAR AT THE VOTER REGISTRAR’S 
OFFICE within six (6) days after election day and 
affirm to the disaster. 
 
Those objecting to being photographed for  
religious reasons may vote a provisional ballot 

and MUST ALSO APPEAR AT THE VOTER REGISTRAR’S OFFICE  within six (6) calendar days after election 
day and sign an affidavit swearing to the religious objection. 
 
Voter ID provisions do NOT apply to voting by mail.  There is NO requirement for the voter’s ID address to 
match the voter roll. 
 
If You Move—Update your Information With Us! 
A change of address form does NOT update your voter records when you move.  You will continue to be  
registered to vote in the last county where you were registered.  If you moved from one county to another, no-
tify us in writing by completing a new application or at the DPS office when changing your license. 
 
Some corrections may be made to your voter certificate by noting changes on the back of the certificate and 
returning it to us and if you move within the county, you may update your information at the SOS website. 
 
Even More Information 
Your voter certificate will be mailed within 30 days.  Find the county precinct designation then check the  
local newspaper or the county or county clerk websites for complete listings of voting locations.   
 
Call the Voter Registration Department at 1-409-766-2280 or toll free at 1-888-976-2280.  You may find  
additional information online at the Secretary of State website (www.sos.state.tx.us )or call 1-800-252-VOTE 
(8683) or email elections@sos.state.tx.us. 
 
 



 

 



 

 


